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A Message from the CEO 

Kylie Yates 

Thanks to everyone who attended the Earth 

Awards, it was an amazing night. 

There's nothing quite like them, it is the rare must-

attend industry event that is also great fun to 

experience. 

I hope to see you all again next year and, if you 

missed it, there is plenty of reporting below to 

catch you up. 

Last month our Board added new member Tadhg 

Kelliher, CEO and Managing Director of Eire 

Construction. 

Tadhg is also chairing our new CCF NSW Regional 

Committee which will help us identify important 

issues for half of our membership. 
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All of our committees are working on matters of 

concern for members and forming policy to take to 

the NSW Election next March. 

It's been a busy month in terms of advocacy, below 

we've got an update for you on the NSW Budget, 

more information on our work with the NSW RFS, 

and the EPA's latest moves on asbestos. 

We've got plenty more events to come before the 

year is out, including the President's Lunch and 

People Awards. 

Make sure you start nominating your colleagues 

now, there's a wide array of categories to cover 

everyone. 

I'm also very pleased to reveal the dates for next 

year's State of the State, Golf Day, and Earth 

Awards in this email. 

Happy reading, 

Kylie Yates 

CEO, CCF NSW 
 

  

  
  

  

   

Tadhg Kelliher joins the Board 
 

  

 

 

 

Eire Construction CEO and Managing Director, 

Tadhg Kelliher, attended his first meeting as a 

Board member in June. 

“A problem shared is a problem halved,” he says 

about the importance of belonging to CCF NSW. 

 

“It’s better having a united voice,” he says, not just 

for individual members but for the entire industry. 

Tadhg says he is most looking forward to 

representing members and their interests. 
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Tadhg has also been appointed as the Chair of the new CCF NSW Regional 

Committee, if you would like to join it please contact CCF NSW Director of Policy 

and Advocacy Andrew Willcocks. 

You can read more about what Tadhg hopes to bring to the Board at our 

website. 
 

  

  
  

  

NSW Budget Update 
 

  

 

 

 

As we said at the time, the recent NSW Budget 

reflects an underwhelming level of infrastructure 

investment relative to the scale of the state’s 

growth needs. 

It was not even a record infrastructure spend, as 

governments often claim by cynically increasing the 

previous year’s total by a small amount. 

Instead, the NSW Government has actually set 

aside less in 2026-27 than it did the previous year. 
 

  

We now know, at least partially, why this is the case – it turns out NSW Labor 

included a $1.1 billion appropriation fund in the Budget that is reported to have 

the potential to fund election promises. 

With the next NSW election scheduled for 13 March 2027, there is an increased 

likelihood that election promises will be how a significant portion of that money 

will be used. 

We also know the Liberal / National Coalition plans to make infrastructure 

spending its campaigning centrepiece. 

This puts CCF NSW in a good position to advocate on behalf of members to 

make the case for Labor to pledge more for infrastructure spending, and to 

speak with the Coalition about good infrastructure projects to target. 

It is for this reason we are building our campaign around convincing politicians 

about the benefits of having a solid pipeline of infrastructure projects. 

Without a proper pipeline of work, civil contractors cannot have certainty. 

And, in turn, certainty is needed to bolster investment in our businesses, in our 

people, and in plant. 
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This is especially true of not only major projects, but maintenance and minor 

projects in NSW. 

To this end, CCF NSW CEO, Kylie Yates, has attended a State Infrastructure 

consultation session, briefings with Sydney Water, and we are working with 

Business Sydney on a campaign to Keep Sydney Building (which you should be 

seeing more of soon). 
 

  

  
  

  

CCF NSW collaboration with NSW RFS – bringing heavy plant 

into focus 
 

  

 

 

 

Formed after the 2025/26 fire season, the CCF NSW 

Heavy Plant Committee has forged substantial 

success in a new collaboration with the NSW RFS, 

streamlining and improving the tendering and 

operational arrangements for contractors 

operating heavy plant during bushfire emergencies. 

 

The collaboration has been so successful that NSW 

RFS Deputy Commissioner, Ben Millington, has put 

his time into engagement with the Committee, and 

is supporting his senior staff on ensuring the right 

outcomes for civil contractors on emergencies. 
 

  

On 6 August, the NSW RFS will be hosting the CCF NSW Heavy Plant Committee 

at the new NSW RFS Logistics Centre. A breakfast barbeque will be followed by 

operational discussions on subjects including long-range weather forecasts, 

heavy plant locator services while tasked an in service, and insights into how 

the new online system for ARENA HP will work for heavy plant operators during 

fire emergencies. 

 

CCF NSW would like to thank each member of the Heavy Plant Committee, for 

their hard work and support of making this collaboration a success, and we 

want to name and thank them: Jim Anderson, Tom Brady, Allen Bulmer, Will 

Childs, Daniel Cooper, Janelle and Paul Culverson, Andy Divall, Jack Divall, Jodie 

Divall, Mick Dyson, Andrew Field, John Gordon, Scott Hartog, Oliver Jeffrey, 

Diane Mallia, Bruce Morrison, Andrew Parsons, and Julie and Andrew Russell.  

 

If you are a heavy plant operator during bushfires and a CCF NSW member, and 

you would like to attend the NSW RFS barbecue on 6 August, please contact CCF 

NSW on (02) 9009 4000 or email our Director of Policy & Advocacy Andrew 

Willcocks. 
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CCF NSW representing you on new NSW EPA asbestos drive 
 

  

 

 

 

CCF NSW has been asked to serve as a major 

stakeholder in a new industry consultation group 

created by the NSW Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA). 

Following a report on asbestos in the supply chain 

by the Office of the NSW Chief Scientist and 

Engineer (OCSE), the NSW Government chose to 

support six key recommendations from the report 

in a NSW Asbestos Plan of Action: 
 

  

• NSW Government should implement a coordinated, through-chain risk-

based approach to managing asbestos in recovered materials; 

• NSW EPA develops material acceptance, inspection, sampling and 

analysis guidelines for asbestos in recovered materials; 

• NSW Government considers a staged pilot program of a through-chain 

risk-based approach; 

• NSW Government engages with other jurisdictions to work towards a 

consistent approach and outcomes (including legislation) in managing 

asbestos; 

• NSW Government remains aware of emerging technologies that can 

assist with asbestos detection; and 

• NSW Government facilitate development of national competency-based 

training for waste industry. 

The NSW EPA has determined that consultation with industry associations will 

be key to the success of the Plan of Action. 

CCF NSW has already begun representing our member views to the NSW EPA, 

particularly that many of the issues with recovered materials occur not on civil 

construction sites which are highly regulated, but instead where workers in 

construction may not have the experience or training to know how to handle 

asbestos or even to identify it. 

CCF NSW has also warned against additional regulation on civil construction 

sites, given that SafeWork NSW, TfNSW, Sydney Water, and other owner 

agencies are already achieving a very high standard of contaminated materials 

disposal that civil contractors already comply with through complex and costly 

administrative frameworks. 

CCF NSW has also indicated that in the Sydney metropolitan region, the number 

of authorised waste facilities able to receive asbestos contaminated materials 

has decreased, and the cost to builders who often discover the waste has gone 



up over 30% within the past two months. While the government clients of civil 

contractors can pay for the authorised disposal undertaken by our members, 

we believe the supply chain faces a real risk in the commercial construction 

industry where economic signals may encourage the wrong behaviours.  

CCF NSW will continue to represent our members on this important topic as the 

NSW EPA develops its approach under the NSW Asbestos Plan of Action. 
 

  

  
  

  

Payroll Tax and classification as contractors – call for your 

experiences 

After some discussion with a few of our members, we have become aware that 

some contractors are being classified by NSW Revenue as if they are 

employment agencies, not contractors. This is problematic for the allocation of 

payroll tax by the regulator, including the separation of non-labour payments 

(i.e. equipment) from assessable labour payments. 

 

We are wondering if any of our members have had recent complications with 

this issue, particularly around classifications as employment agencies (instead 

of contractors). Please contact our CEO Kylie Yates for a confidential discussion. 
 

  

  
  

  

   

Wage Summary Sheets available on our Member Portal 
 

  

 

 

 

 

If you missed the email we sent on 25 June, CCF 

NSW has posted updated Award Wage Summary 

Documents for civil contractor employers on our 

member portal. 

You can find them under the Pay Advice heading on 

the resources page. 

The Fair Work Commission increased modern 

award rates by 4.75% earlier this year. 

The higher rates came into effect on 1 July 2026. 

If your business pays above the award or operates 

under an enterprise agreement, employees still 

need to remain better off overall. 
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For help or further information, please contact CCF NSW on 02 9009 4000 or 

ccfnsw@ccfnsw.com 
 

  

  
  

  

  

  

Document Pack Spotlight 
 

  

 

 

 

Integrated Management System Pack  

Pack member price: $1705.00 

Price if purchased separately: $6329.70 

Contains 158 documents (every document in the shop) 

The Integrated Management System (IMS) provides a 

unified framework for managing Quality, Environmental, 

and Work Health & Safety (WHS) responsibilities. If 

implemented correctly, the IMS can meet ISO 9001, ISO 

14001, and ISO 45001 standards. The system is designed 

to ensure that all operational activities are planned, 

controlled, and continually improved to deliver high-

quality outcomes, protect the environment, and provide a 

safe and healthy workplace for your people, contractors, 

and the communities in which we operate.  

 

The IMS integrates risk-based thinking and compliance 

management across all functions of the organisation. It 

establishes consistent processes for identifying and 

managing risks and opportunities, ensuring legal and 

regulatory compliance, and promoting a culture of 

prevention and continual improvement. Through 

structured planning, implementation, and review, the 

system links strategic objectives with operational 

performance to achieve sustainable and measurable 

results. 
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CCF NSW Earth Awards 2026 
 

  

  

  

The CCF NSW Earth Awards 2026 was a fantastic night, recognising the best in 

civil contracting throughout the state over the last 12 months. 

 

CCF NSW President, Lee Fahey, said it best on the night. 

 

“Each year, we gather to recognise and celebrate the excellence in civil 

construction and to honour the outstanding businesses whose work makes a 

lasting contribution to our space: infrastructure and development. 

 

“This year, with some 37 entries, we’ve once again been able to showcase the 

work of some of the very best in our industry. 

 

“My congratulations to all of our category winners who will now go on to 

represent NSW at the National Earth Awards on the 27th of November in 

Canberra,” Lee said. 

Read more at the CCF NSW website and view the photo gallery here. 
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25-Year Members Recognised 
 

  

 

 

 

 

The Earth Awards also recognised CCF NSW 

members who have been with us for 25 years or 

more. 

 

This year, eight members were added to that 

esteemed group, there are: 

• Allard’s Hire & Service Pty Ltd 

• Athassel Civil Pty Ltd 

• Better Heavy Movers 

• Brefni Pty Ltd 

• Divall's Earthmoving Bulk Haulage 

• Ladex Construction Group Pty Ltd  

• Paul Culverson Earthmoving & Farm 

Contracting Pty Ltd 

• Townes Group Operations Pty Ltd 
 

  

We spoke to Andy Divall from Divall’s Earthmoving and Bulk Haulage about 

being recognised and why he's stuck with CCF NSW and you can read more at 

our website. 
 

  

  
  

  

   

  

  

Join us for the President's Lunch & People Awards 2026 as we reflect on the 

year together and celebrate the achievements of our people. 

Event Details 

Date: Friday 4 December 2026 

Time: 12:00pm – 3:30pm 

Venue: Amora Hotel, 11 Jamison Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

Cost (inclusive GST): Members from $199pp – Log in here for Member Pricing 
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Includes two-course lunch, beverages, awards presentation, guest speaker and 

networking opportunities 

Why Attend 

✓ Hear the latest industry and business updates from guest speaker Dr 

Nicholas Fearnley, Director | Head of Global Construction at Oxford Economics. 

✓ Celebrate the end of the year with colleagues. 

✓ Recognise outstanding team members through our People Awards. 

✓ Nominate your peers for recognition and help celebrate their contributions 

and successes. 
 

  

 

 

  

📢 NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN! 
 

  

The CCF NSW People Awards recognise outstanding individuals making a 

difference across every level of civil construction in New South Wales. 

Celebrate your people’s achievements and nominate today! 

🏆 AWARD CATEGORIES 
 

  

• Project Manager of the Year 

• Engineer of the Year 

• Site Supervisor of the Year 

• Women in Civil Construction Excellence Award 

• Civil Contracting Apprentice / Trainee of the Year 

• Emerging Leader of the Year 

• Administration Support of the Year 

• Safety Professional of the Year 
 

  

* Find out more about the award categories here. 
 

  

How to Enter the CCF NSW People Awards 

Nominations are free and open to all CCF NSW Contractor Members. 

Step 1: Review the judging criteria and compile the details required for your 

submission(s). 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fdrnicholasfearnley%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cljones%40ccfnsw.com%7C997ac1ec0ab24302613508dee2c5fceb%7C9e17f9aa71034c87bf77b93480c32149%7C0%7C0%7C639197537197718821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QBPbZ3osehq%2FUfze%2BWtnlJID1OrcN7HOk4urZS29DOg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Fdrnicholasfearnley%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cljones%40ccfnsw.com%7C997ac1ec0ab24302613508dee2c5fceb%7C9e17f9aa71034c87bf77b93480c32149%7C0%7C0%7C639197537197718821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QBPbZ3osehq%2FUfze%2BWtnlJID1OrcN7HOk4urZS29DOg%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccfnsw.com%2Fpeople-awards%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cljones%40ccfnsw.com%7C997ac1ec0ab24302613508dee2c5fceb%7C9e17f9aa71034c87bf77b93480c32149%7C0%7C0%7C639197537197754466%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=syahcYVVAs68y5NRdvUL38Sa4NWv5azDPPA1aEshcEY%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccfnsw.com%2Fevent%2Fccf-nsw-president-s-lunch-people-awards-2026-401%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cljones%40ccfnsw.com%7C997ac1ec0ab24302613508dee2c5fceb%7C9e17f9aa71034c87bf77b93480c32149%7C0%7C0%7C639197537197736604%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vvb0bFCG02NnvQpUvuwOLUUbsTfhpceAZJWDct85Cbo%3D&reserved=0


Step 2: Complete your nomination by either submitting online or downloading 

the nomination form and emailing it to events@ccfnsw.com before the closing 

date: Friday, 16 October 2026.  

* Finalists will be notified by Monday 16 November 2026. 
 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

✨ SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

For more information, please contact us at: events@ccfnsw.com 

Secure your participation and showcase your brand’s commitment to an 

industry-exclusive initiative. 
 

  

  
  

  

Save the Date for the State of the State Lunch – 19 March 

2027 
 

  

  

  

📢 We're pleased to announce that registrations for the State of the State 

Lunch will open soon! 
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https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccfnsw.com%2Fpeople-awards%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cljones%40ccfnsw.com%7C997ac1ec0ab24302613508dee2c5fceb%7C9e17f9aa71034c87bf77b93480c32149%7C0%7C0%7C639197537197798248%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AE8ZfsUikEjsgRRT49ALyN799UstbbkhHUEM4vnfBBQ%3D&reserved=0
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Join industry leaders and key stakeholders for the official launch of the 

CCF NSW's 10-Year Civil Industry Forecast Report – 2027 Edition. 

Gain exclusive insights into the next decade of civil construction opportunities 

across NSW. 

Adrian Hart from Oxford Economics Australia will join us again to provide an in-

depth analysis of key economic data, offering valuable insights into market 

trends, investments, and the future outlook for civil construction. 

 

Event Details 

Date: Friday 19 March 2027 

Time: 12:00pm - 3:00pm 

Location: Sydney CBD 

Dress Code: Business Attire 

Registrations open soon – stay tuned! 
 

  

 

 

  

Why attend? 
 

  

✅ Strategic Planning: Gain industry-specific and unbiased insights for 

informed decision-making. 

✅ Early Access: Be the first to access the CCF NSW’s latest 10-Year Civil 

Industry Forecast Report – 2027 Edition. 

✅ Economic Impact: Understand the implications of the forecast on a regional 

and state-wide scale and where the work is. 

✅ Networking: Make meaningful connections with industry leaders and peers. 
 

  

  
  

  

Get Ready for More CCF NSW Events 
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North West Regional Social 

Tamworth 

Thursday 10 September 2026 

5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Mercure Tamworth 

Bring your team along for an evening 

of meaningful conversations, 

practical insights, and valuable 

networking opportunities. 

 

 

  

  
  

  

We’re excited to bring you more key industry events. Mark these dates in your 

calendar, with further details and registration information coming soon. 
 

  

⛳ Annual Golf Day 

Friday 26 February 2027 

7:00am - 2:00pm 

Event details coming soon 
 

 

🏆 CCF NSW Earth Awards 2027 

Friday 18 June 2027 

6:30pm - 11:30pm 

Event details coming soon 
 

  

  
  

  

For any questions, please contact the CCF NSW Events Team on (02) 9009 4000 

or email events@ccfnsw.com. 
 

  

  
  

  

   

Keep Your Crews Safe 
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BYDA’s free training sessions help protect workers and prevent damage to 

utility networks. 

Upskill Your Team: Equip them with essential knowledge and tools to minimise 

harm, prevent damage, and reduce service disruptions. 

Tailored Sessions: Delivered online or onsite to suit your crew’s specific needs. 

For Everyone: Perfect for anyone involved in planning, designing, or performing 

ground-disturbing work. 

Book online for a safer, smarter approach to utility damage prevention. 
 

  

  
  

  

Civil Construction Equipment Hire Specialists 
 

  

  

  

EZI Hire Solutions are a specialised hire equipment supplier focusing on 

servicing the civil construction industry. We provide an extensive range of light-

weight shoring, steel road plates, lighting towers, excavators, compaction 

equipment and various other products, all delivered with professional service 

and a personalised touch. 

Our customer-centric approach to business means we understand your needs 

and deliver quality solutions. We pride ourselves on building strong customer 

relationships. 

Call 1300 915 599 or email sales@ezihiresolutions.com.au for any enquiries. 
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Stay connected 
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