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A Message from the CEO 

Kylie Yates 

July was a big month for CCF NSW, with a 

longstanding advocacy ask finally delivered – with 

Transport for NSW now displaying projects of all 

values in their pipeline. 

It’s a win for greater transparency and better 

visibility for contractors, and our focus now is 

making sure the pipeline stays current and useful. 

It was great to celebrate the announcement with 

members at InMotion, and there are plenty more 

opportunities to catch up in the weeks ahead. 

If you want a chance to meet the CCF NSW Board, 

please RSVP below for the contractors' morning 

tea at 9:30am on the 26th of August at Brefni's 

head office in Smeaton Grange. 
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We’re into our regional visit season – we’ll soon be 

headed to Tamworth, Newcastle, Queanbeyan, and 

Wagga Wagga, with more to come – stay tuned.  

The CCF NSW People Awards 2026 is also fast 

approaching, so book your tickets and nominate 

your high performing colleagues now. 

On advocacy, we’re continuing to work with TfNSW 

on project performance standards, while our new 

Water and Regional Committees have hit the 

ground running. The Heavy Plant Committee is 

also continuing its work supporting members 

involved in bushfire response. 

We’re also actively engaging with the NSW 

Government on the implementation of the Digital 

Work Systems legislation (aka the Spy Bill). 

For practical guidance, this edition also covers 

some important issues for contractors, including 

payslip requirements, recent rulings on employee 

versus contractor status, and changes affecting 

heavy vehicle operators, including the new unfit 

to drive duty. 

Happy reading, 

Kylie Yates 

CEO, CCF NSW 
 

  

  
  

  

   

CCF NSW welcomes expanded Transport for NSW pipeline 
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The Civil Contractors Federation NSW has 

welcomed Transport for NSW's decision to expand 

its published project pipeline to include projects of 

all values. 

CCF NSW says more visibility will help businesses 

plan and invest in NSW with more confidence. 

 

“This is a practical win for civil contractors and one 

CCF NSW has been advocating for over a number of 

years,” CCF NSW CEO, Kylie Yates, said. 

Read more at our website. 
 

  

  
  

  

Major Contractors helping all civil contractors – 

performance-based standards and Transport for NSW 
 

  

 

 

 

Our Major Contractors Advisory Group (MCAG) has 

been working with the Acting Chief Engineer at 

Transport for NSW (TfNSW) to explore more 

flexible, performance-based standards for different 

projects. 

The goal is to reduce unnecessary costs and create 

more room for civil innovation, while still delivering 

the required performance outcomes. We’re looking 

for practical fixes that benefit the entire supply 

chain — from head contractors and subcontractors 

to government clients.  
 

  

Civil projects shouldn’t be governed by a one-size-fits-all rulebook. Broad-brush 

requirements can lead to over-engineering and unnecessary costs for 

taxpayers. Instead, we’re advocating for project standards that are fit for 

purpose, giving contractors greater scope to innovate while meeting agreed 

performance outcomes. 

The initiative has been announced by the Minister for Roads and Regional 

Transport as a new productivity-saving measure, and we’ll be bringing more 

members into the discussion shortly. 
 

  

  
  

  

CCF NSW Heavy Plant Committee Holding NSW RFS to 

Account 
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Last week, our Heavy Plant Committee attended a 

barbecue hosted by NSW Rural Fire Service (NSW 

RFS) at the new State Logistics Centre in Marsden 

Park. 

The Committee has been working with NSW RFS 

leadership (including Deputy Commissioner Ben 

Millington) on ways to streamline heavy plant 

contracting during emergencies . This includes 

separating plant hourly rates, from the transport / 

float rates, which would speed up deployment and 

save taxpayer money. 
 

  

Insurance is another key issue. Members have highlighted the difficulty of 

securing appropriate cover for emergency fireground work, and the NSW RFS 

has indicated it will work with iCare on a standard insurance information pack 

to help provide greater consistency around coverage and pricing. 

At the meeting, we were reminded that the wheels of bureaucracy turn slowly. 

Progress on separating float and operating rates, as well as the insurance issue, 

is taking longer than expected. 

But we’re not letting these issues idle. Our Heavy Plant Committee is firing up 

the engines and will continue pushing for fairer and more practical contracting, 

safety and insurance arrangements for operators across the sector as a matter 

of urgency. 

Thanks to our expert CCF NSW Heavy Plant Committee of members who have 

dedicated significant time and expertise to getting this issue sorted for the 

benefit of all heavy plant operators engaged in emergency work in NSW to 

protect our communities. 
 

  

  
  

  

Inaugural Water Committee and Regional Committee 

meetings a success 
 

  



 

 

 

We are pleased to announce the successful first 

meetings of both the new Water Committee, and 

the Regional Committee. 

Both meetings generated strong, practical 

discussions bringing together the common 

experiences of contractors working in water 

infrastructure and the realities facing the 50 per 

cent of our civil contractor members operating in 

regional NSW. 
 

  

The Water Committee’s focus is on mechanisms for engagement with water 

clients on issues relating to tendering, contract terms, and improved innovation 

at the design phases. Significant variations to projects occurring after the award 

phase was also identified as a serious issue. 

The Regional Committee focused on the vulnerability of skills supply in regional 

areas, keeping state and federal funding of local infrastructure truly local, and 

keeping compliance requirement sensible and proportionate. The concept of 

public infrastructure funds being allocated to regional areas to strengthen local 

contractors and local business should be supported, but it is not clear that in 

practice the public money is going to local businesses. 

We look forward to facilitating the work of these two committees, and if you 

wish to join either, please contact our Director of Policy & Advocacy, Andrew 

Willcocks on 0499 955 077 or via email. 
 

  

  
  

  

Contractors – meet your CCF NSW Board at 9:30am on the 

26th of August at the Brefni head office 
 

  

Immediately following its next meeting, there will be a chance for contractor 

members to meet the CCF NSW Board and you're invited to attend. 

This is a great opportunity for you to speak to your strongest advocates in the 

industry and let them know, face to face, about the issues affecting you. 

You will be able to speak with the CCF NSW Board Members over morning tea 

and discuss local civil construction matters affecting our community – including 

current and upcoming infrastructure priorities across the Camden and broader 

South-West Sydney region. 

Brefni is hosting this event as a long-standing local business, invested in the 

growth and future of the Camden community. 
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The details are as follows and RSVPs are essential, so we can properly cater the 

event and ensure we have enough space: 

Where: Brefni head office at Unit 5 / 11 McPherson Rd, Smeaton Grange 

When: 9:30am to 10:30am on the 26th of August 

RSVP: Contact Vanessa Priestley on (02) 9009 4000 or via email 

Note: This is a contractors only event 
 

  

 

 

  

  
  

  

Work Health and Safety Amendment (Digital Work Systems) 

Act (NSW) 
 

  

CCF NSW has begun industry consultations with SafeWork NSW on 

implementation guideline approaches relating to the Digital Work Systems 

amendment of the Work Health and Safety Act (NSW). 

The amendment has been passed in NSW, and will mean that employers will 

now have a duty of care to ensure the health and safety of workers is not put at 

risk from the use of a 'digital work system'. 

'Digital work system' has been defined as an algorithm, artificial intelligence, 

automation, or online platform. 

The rules for accessing digital systems under the new laws will be governed by 

guidelines to be issued by SafeWork NSW, and the development of the 

guidelines is currently under consultation, a process that will take many 

months. 

Once the SafeWork NSW guidelines are agreed with industry and other 

stakeholders, WHS entry permit holders (i.e. union officials) will be able to 

access digital work systems only in accordance with the guidelines. 

CCF NSW has made it clear to SafeWork NSW that civil contractors have direct 

on-site work, with AI playing a role facilitating and augmenting existing human 

work, such as project design, some machine use, and digitally enhanced 

systems. 

This is unlike online marketplaces or food delivery companies that use AI and 

online platforms to allocate work shifts. 

mailto:vpriestley@ccfnsw.com
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We will update you as the development of the guidelines progresses with 

SafeWork NSW. 
 

  

  
  

  

   

Legal requirements for payslips 
 

  

 

 

 

 

As an employer in Australia, you have legal 

obligations relating to pay slips. To protect your 

business, should your records be audited or in the 

event of an underpayments claim, please consider 

the information below and read the longer article 

on our website. 

Most civil contractor employees are covered by the 

Building and Construction General On-Site Award 

2020.  The Award requires employees to be paid 

weekly. 

Under Clause 20 employees must be paid “no later 

than the end of ordinary hours on Thursday of each 

working week”. Penalties may apply for late 

payment of wages under the Award.  
 

  

If your employment contracts, EBA, or award allow for fortnightly or monthly 

pay, you can pay at those intervals, but you must pay employees at least 

monthly. 

A pay slip must be issued to the employee within one working day of payment. 

Read more at our website. 

For help or further information, please contact CCF NSW on (02) 9009 4000 or 

ccfnsw@ccfnsw.com 
 

  

  
  

  

FWC decides if a worker was an employee or a contractor 
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The Fair Work Commission has ruled in favour of a 

worker who was engaged as an independent 

contractor, finding that they should instead have 

been treated as an employee. 

Samuel Nicholls worked for residential building 

company Built MG in a contractual arrangement, so 

that the pay could be made to a family trust in a 

written contract titled “Independent Contractor 

Agreement”. 

Mr Nicholls made a claim alleging Built MG 

dismissed him because he exercised a workplace 

right. 
 

  

Built MG tried to have the claim dismissed, arguing he was an independent 

contractor. 

The FWC noted that in reviewing the dispute it must take into consideration the 

totality of the relationship between Mr Nicholls and Built MG. 

In doing so, it found “it is clear that Mr Nicholls was an employee”. 

Read more at our website. 

For help or further information, please contact CCF NSW on (02) 9009 4000 or 

ccfnsw@ccfnsw.com 
 

  

  
  

  

Changes to the Heavy Vehicle National Law are now in 

effect 
 

  

 

 

 

 

On 1 August 2026, changes to the Heavy Vehicle 

National Law and the new Heavy Vehicle 

Accreditation scheme came into effect. 

These changes affect all civil contractors, not just 

those who operate heavy vehicles. 

You need to be aware of your part in the chain of 

responsibility, for example, as a loader of a heavy 

vehicle for haulage and how that might relate to 

the updated mass and size rules, and the new unfit 

to drive duty. 
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The change in law means several things, beginning 

with the phase-out of the National Heavy Vehicle 

Accreditation Scheme (NHVAS). 
 

  

It is gradually being replaced by a new scheme – the Heavy Vehicle 

Accreditation (HVA). 

The National Heavy Vehicle Register (NHVR) will no longer be issuing new 

NHVAS accreditation but operators who hold them will not have to migrate to 

the HVA until their NHVAS expires. 

Read more at our website. 

For help or further information, please contact CCF NSW on (02) 9009 4000 or 

ccfnsw@ccfnsw.com 
 

  

  
  

  

  

  

Document Pack Spotlight 
 

  

 

 

 

Environmental Management Pack  

Pack member price: $409.00 

Price if purchased separately: $1012.40 

Contains 30 documents 

The Environmental Management Pack contains all of the 

environmental documents, forms, and templates your 

business needs to be compliant. 

These documents help an organisation manage its 

environmental responsibilities in a systematic way that 

contributes to sustainability, compliance, and risk 

reduction. 
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25-year member spotlight: Richard Pottie and Ladex 

Construction Group 
 

  

  

  

It’s fair to say anyone recognised at the CCF NSW Earth Awards 2026 as a 

member for 25 years is probably an enthusiastic member. 

Managing Director of Ladex Construction Group, Richard Pottie, is more than 

that, and we thank him not just for his long-term membership but also the 

leadership he’s provided CCF NSW. 

“Serving as a Board Member has been a highlight,” he says. 

That time helping lead CCF NSW is important to him because he says he sees 

our greatest strength as advocacy. 

“CCF is the voice of the civil construction industry and ensures our sector is 

properly represented,” he says. 

Read more at our website. 
 

  

  
  

  

Find a Business 
 

  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccfnsw.com%2F25-year-member-spotlight-richard-pottie-and-ladex-construction-group%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cljones%40ccfnsw.com%7C29173b2026784185421108defcbe64b6%7C9e17f9aa71034c87bf77b93480c32149%7C0%7C0%7C639226091860436069%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L%2Bq5V373loQhwNnoQkc9Tl1rVN6ySJ9tcbE5tYqH3WQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccfnsw.com%2Fproduct-category%2Fdocument-packs%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cljones%40ccfnsw.com%7C29173b2026784185421108defcbe64b6%7C9e17f9aa71034c87bf77b93480c32149%7C0%7C0%7C639226091860389071%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kCp4t7Ywfbe6uKXilINz0L1j1HjAMuvL0R4EnIMM9kk%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fccfnsw.com%2F25-year-member-spotlight-richard-pottie-and-ladex-construction-group%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cljones%40ccfnsw.com%7C29173b2026784185421108defcbe64b6%7C9e17f9aa71034c87bf77b93480c32149%7C0%7C0%7C639226091860414525%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=DCA6SEcCVk1zyZAqehhcSlJk%2F%2FwJ%2FF%2B5NNP4FNPSwXg%3D&reserved=0


  

  

Looking for a reliable contractor or supplier? 

 

Find a Business makes it easy to connect with trusted CCF NSW members. 

By choosing a CCF NSW member, you’ll benefit from expertise and quality on all 

your civil projects. 

 

Our directory will help you find the right company or service provider for your 

project. 

Find a Business now. 
 

  

  
  

  

   

Book now for upcoming events 
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North West Regional Social 

Tamworth 

Thursday 10 September 2026 

5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Mercure Tamworth 

 

 

 

Hunter Regional Social 

Newcastle 

Thursday 24 September 2026 

5:30pm - 8:30pm 

Rydges Newcastle 

 

 

  

 

South East Site Tour & Dinner 

Blind Creek Solar Farm 

Thursday 22 October 2026 

3:00pm - 8:00pm 

Queanbeyan 

 

 

 

 

Riverina Regional Social 

Wagga Wagga 

Thursday 5 November 2026 

7:00am - 9:00am 

Reece Civil Wagga Wagga 

 

 

  

 

Annual Golf Day 

Friday 19 February 2027 

7:00am - 2:00pm 

Twin Creeks Golf & Country Club 

 

 

 

 

State of the State Lunch 

Friday 19 March 2027 

12:00pm - 3:00pm 

Sofitel Sydney Darling Harbour 
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Join us for the President's Lunch & People Awards 2026 as we reflect on the 

year together and celebrate the achievements of our people. 

Event Details 

Date: Friday 4 December 2026 

Time: 12:00pm – 3:30pm 

Venue: Amora Hotel Jamison Sydney, 11 Jamison Street, Sydney NSW 2000 

Includes: two-course lunch, beverages, awards presentation, guest speaker, and 

networking opportunities 
 

  

 

 

  

📢 NOMINATIONS ARE NOW OPEN! 

The CCF NSW People Awards recognise outstanding individuals making a 

difference across every level of civil construction in New South Wales. 

Celebrate your people’s achievements and nominate today! 

🏆AWARD CATEGORIES 

Project Manager of the Year 

Engineer of the Year 

Site Supervisor of the Year 

Women in Civil Construction Excellence Award 

Civil Contracting Apprentice / Trainee of the Year 

Emerging Leader of the Year 

Administration Support of the Year 

Safety Professional of the Year 

Find out more about the award categories and how to nominate here. 
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✨ SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE 

For sponsorship enquiries, please contact us at: events@ccfnsw.com 
 

  

  
  

  

For any questions, please contact the CCF NSW Events Team on (02) 9009 4000 

or email events@ccfnsw.com. 
 

  

  
  

  

Thanks to CR Plus for the Wallabies vs Ireland Rugby tickets 
 

  

Ireland may have beaten the Wallabies 33-31 but that was good news for many 

of the CCF NSW members who CR Plus helped us provide tickets to. 

While disappointing for the Australia supporters, the game was an excellent, 

close match, and everyone had a great time. 

  

  

  
  

  

   

CBUS Super delivers another year of strong annual returns 
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For the 2025/26 financial year, our Growth (MySuper) investment option 

returned 9.25%.  Our High Growth option, which is popular with our younger 

members, returned 10.06%.* 

Our Growth (MySuper) remains one of the top performing options over the 

long term and our High Growth option is the top performer over 15 years.^ 

While markets experienced periods of uncertainty throughout the year, our 

investment approach remained focused on the long-term. 

Diversification across shares, infrastructure, property and other asset classes 

helped support our long-term view and reinforced the value of our disciplined 

investment approach, delivering positive retirement outcomes for our 

members. 

Watch the update on performance from CBUS Chief Investment Officer Leigh 

Gavin or read more here: cbussuper.com.au/eofy-returns 

*All investment returns are as at 30 June 2026 unless otherwise noted. The crediting rate is based on 

investment returns minus investment fees and costs, transaction costs and investment-related taxes and 

until 31 January 2020, the percentage-based administration fee. Excludes fees and costs that are deducted 

directly from members’ accounts. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance. 

^The Growth (MySuper) investment option obtained a top quartile performance ranking over 10, 15 and 20 

years from the SuperRatings FCRS SR Balanced (60-76) Index, for the period ending 30 June 2026. The High 

Growth investment option obtained the number one ranking in the SuperRatings FCRS SR Growth (77-90) 

Index over 15 years, for the period ending 30 June 2026. SuperRatings is a rating agency that collects 

information from super funds to enable performance comparisons - visit www.superratings.com.au for 

details of its rating criteria. Past performance is not a reliable indicator of future performance.  

This information is about CBUS. It doesn’t account for your specific needs. Please consider your financial 

position, objectives and requirements before making financial decisions. Read the relevant Product 
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Disclosure Statement (PDS) and Target Market Determination to decide if CBUS is right for you. Call 1300 

361 784 or visit cbussuper.com.au 

United Super Pty Ltd ABN 46 006 261 623 AFSL 233792 as Trustee for the Construction and Building Unions 

Superannuation Fund ABN 75 493 363 262 (CBUS and/or CBUS Super) 
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Stay connected 
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