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Enough is Enough – Civil Trades Forgotten in Housing 

Apprenticeship Incentives 
 

The Civil Contractors Federation NSW (CCF NSW) is calling on the Albanese Government to 

urgently rectify the exclusion of civil trades from its $10,000 apprentice completions scheme, 

warning it jeopardises the delivery of housing infrastructure. 

CCF NSW CEO Kylie Yates said the Federal Government’s newly announced Key Apprentices 

Program provides incentives for carpenters, electricians, and plumbers—but excludes the 

critical “first trades” that make housing possible, such as plant operators, pipelayers, and 

trenchers. 

“In the same week the Federal Government announced funding for housing-enabling 

infrastructure in NSW, it has ignored the apprentices in the trades that actually deliver it,” Ms 

Yates said. 

“It’s like trying to drive forward with the handbrake on. 

“The new apprenticeship incentives exclude civil apprentices who operate excavators, clear 

and prepare lots for subdivisions, and connect the critical power, water, and sewer 

infrastructure every housing development depends on. 

“In NSW we’re already building 20,000 fewer homes than in 2021, and unless this omission is 

urgently addressed, the situation will only worsen,” Ms Yates said.  

This oversight is especially concerning given the $1.2 billion investments announced this week 

for housing-enabling infrastructure designed to unlock 25,000 homes in NSW and position 

Western Sydney and Fifteenth Avenue as growth corridors for our booming population.  

“At best, this is an oversight; at worst, it’s an insult to civil apprentices and workers, who are 

on every infrastructure project and also facing cost-of-living pain,” Ms Yates said. 

“To truly deliver housing-enabling infrastructure, the Government must prioritise the very skills 

needed to build it—the civil trades.” 

Ms Yates said the exclusion likely stems from an outdated National Skills Priority List, which has 

repeatedly failed to recognise the critical role of civil apprenticeships in housing delivery. 

“We need to update the National Skills Priority List immediately and provide the same 

recognition and incentives for civil trades as other housing trades. The demand for housing is 

growing, and ignoring civil apprenticeships any longer will only deepen the crisis,” she said. 

Civil construction is the backbone of housing delivery. Without skilled workers to build roads, 

sewerage systems, and water connections, the housing sector cannot function. 
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About CCF NSW 

Civil Contractors Federation NSW (CCF NSW) is the peak body for the civil construction industry 

in NSW. We represent 400 civil construction business owners, employing 40,000 workers. We 

design, build, and maintain critical infrastructure, including roads, tunnels, rail networks, and 

essential housing enabling works, driving the development of projects that shape our communities. 
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